Never beento afunera?
What can you expect?

FAQs Regarding Funeral Liturgiesand
Etiquette

GENERAL INFORMATION:

WHY ISAFUNERAL IMPORTANT?

Thefuneral isaceremony of proven worth and valuefor thosewho mourn. Funeradsserve several
purposes. Inadditionto commemorating thelifeof the deceased, afunerd offersemotiona support
to the bereaved and an opportunity for friendsand family to pay tributeto their loved one. In most
cases, theprocessof going through the planning and final disposition hel psthefamily cometoterms
with thefact that adeath has occurred.

Funerascelebratethelife of thedeceased, but thefunerd liturgiesarea sofor the surviving family
andfriends. Whileyou may want to bealector or aeulogist, sometimesitisbesttolet othersserve
thesefunctions, thusleaving theimmediatefamily to be present to the day’sevents.

Customsfor expressing sympathy vary according to religiousand ethnic customsand traditions.
Thefollowinginformationisoffered merely asaguiddinefor what isgenerdly acceptedinvarious
circumgtancesduring afunerd.



SHOULD | PUT SOMEONE OBJECTIVE IN CHARGE
OF FUNERAL HOME ARRANGEMENTS?

Someonewhoisrespons ble and isnot overwhel med by the death will beableto takethetimeto
make prudent and wise choices. Thosein grief typically are prone to make rushed or poor
judgmentsand could be easily overwhel med by the sense of aneed to “just get thingsdone”. You
can savethousandsof dollarswhilefunerd planning smply by making decisionsthat arebest for
you and your departed |loved one.

SHOULD CHILDREN GO TO FUNERAL S?

Preparing children for afuneral isextremely important. Experiencing the death of aloved one,
and being exposed to thefunera process, can befrightening and confusing experiencefor achild.
Onething that many parentsforget isthat their young children may not understand what afunera
IS, why it'snecessary or what will behappening. Particularly inthe caseof young children, it may
betheir first encounter with death and they may have many questions. Thebest way to gpproach
thetopiciswith care, honesty, and presenting theinformation at alevel that thechild can easily
understand.

Quite often, children may only be curious about one or two things. They almost certainly don’t
want to know al the detail sof emba ming or what happensto abody after death, etc. Surprisingly
and generally detrimentally, some parentswill tell their children everything about death and
inadvertently traumatizethechild. If achild asks, “What isthe casket madeof 7’, answer “wood”
and wait to seeif they have any more questions.

Please understand that some children may not beableto deal withtheburia. Beforeyoubringa
childtoaburid, be surethey know what they’ regoing to see. Explainit step-by-step and stopto
ask them if they have any questions. If they rai se objections, they may not beready, and we need
torespect that. A child shouldn’t beforced to attend afuneral, if they strongly protest.

Sharing storieshasatherapeutic effect onthosein grief. Evenyoung children can sharememories.
Thisbecomesagreat opportunity or way to pass on the deceased person’slegacy, aswell as
assstinthesurvivors healing process.

Onthe other hand, you may find that achild wantsto beinvolvedinthefuneral. It may helpthe
child understand theloss of aloved onemoreclearly, if they can participateinthe process. Many
kidsjust want to beincluded in thefuneral in order to say goodbyeto aloved one. They canaso
bring aflower or gift to the deceased to be placed on amemory tablein the church or funeral
home. Picturesand other itemsare placed on thetableand help to createtime of sharing asall
taketheopportunity to reflect back on the goodness of and good timeswith the deceased person.
Children may a so participatein the offertory procession. Thebottom linehowever isto beopen
and sengitiveto the child’sfeelingsand ability to processthe death and mourning.



HOW DOESONEWRITEAN OBITUARY?

Writing an obituary isanimportant part of funera planning. Anobituary canbevery basic, including
only theessentia factsabout aperson’slife, such asthenamesof children, grandchildrenand the
spouse,; birthplace; the career(s) of the deceased; their interests and fascinations; and perhapsa
favorite scriptureverseor quote. Ontheother hand, an obituary can also bevery persona, warm
andunique.

Anobituary can betaken careof in advance, especidly if someoneisterminaly ill. Today, many
peopleliketo haveasay intheir own obituary or may want to writetheir own asaway of working
through their own funeral planning. Having an obituary written before thetime of the funeral
removes some of the stressand anxiety associated with planning.

Writing agood obituary can even beatherapeutic part of grieving, allowing you timeto express
thefeelingsabout the deceased that you redlly fedl othersshould beawareof. You' |l experience
an assortment of emotionsthroughout the process, and idedlly they should bereflected inthefinal
product. We recommend that you check with the funeral home regarding feesincurred with
publishing an obituary in the newspaper. Some newspaperscharge per published word.

Thebasicsof portionsor componentsof writingan obituary include:

1. General Information: The name of the deceased, the dates and |ocations of birth and
death, and (if appropriate) the cause of death.

2. Biogr aphical information: About the person’slife, thethingsthey accomplished, their
education, interests, hobbies, etc. What would the deceased most want to be remembered
forinhisor herlife?

3. Survivors Afamily treeliststhe spouse, children, grandchildren, in-lawsand any other
closerdatives.
4, Scheduleof Ceremonies. Listthetimeandlocation of viewings(also known aswakes)

andal sarvices.

5. Memorials. Theseareinstructionson how to honor the deceased, from contributions
to flowersor donationsto the deceased or donor’sfavorite charity, etc.

6. Arrangements: Thisgenerdly includesthefunera provider and may haveaphonenumber
to which people can direct questions.



ISTHERE SUCHATHINGASPLANNINGATRADITIONAL CATHOLICBURIAL?

A Cathalicfunerd, likeal funerals, isatime of sadnessand mourning. However, inour Catholic
faith, thereisalsojoy inthebelief that afuneral representsthe passing of thebel oved into eternd life
with Our Lord.

TheCatholicVigil isaprayer service, usudly heldtheevening beforethefunerd. Thecom-munity of
friendsand family gather at the funeral home or church for aserviceto remember the deceased
person. TheVigil includes prayersfor both the deceased and the surviving and grieving family.
Eulogiesaremore appropriately read at the Vigil, instead of at thefuneral service.

Inour current day, many friends of the deceased may be unableto attend thefunera, sotheVigil has
been found to bethe moreappropriatetimefor membersof thefamily and friendsto sharememories
of or to pay tributeto the deceased by giving of aeulogy or eulogies. Also, itistheappropriatetime
torecall thosethingswhich were dear to the deceased through photographsand other objects, and
through thesinging of favoritesongs.

The core of the Catholic funeral celebration consistsof several elements. Theseelementscan be
foundinmoredetail inthe parish’shandbook entitled, “Funeral Massand Vigil Planning”.
Specificaly, regarding theburia of aloved one, therearetwo conventiona methods: Interment and
Cremation.

Internment: Inthe Catholic Church, thereisagreat ded of respect and dignity given
to the human body. We believethat the body isthetemple of the Lord and at the
End of Days, therewill bearesurrection of the body.

Caskets:

Most peopleinthefunerd industry do not usetheword coffin anymore, and
have adopted ‘ casket’ initsplace. Whatever you call them, they are one of
the most expensiveitemsyou will purchasein atraditional funeral. If a
funeral isnot pre-planned, there might not bealot of timeto consider casket
purchases. Surveysshow most consumerslook at three choices, and opt
for theonepriced inthemiddle. If you dowishto purchaseatraditional,
ornate casket, you still need to consider variationsin cost, which can result
from the material used, the ornamentation involved aswell asthe casket
company itself.

Cremation: Although previoudy acontroversid subject within the Catholic Church,
presently the Church permitscremation.



urns

If theloved oneiscremated, their remainsarestored inacremation urn. Tomeet the
demand caused by public acceptance of cremation, there are an increasing number
of choicesinurns, bothinform and material. You can buy urnsin almaost any shape
and sizeimaginable, made of any of anumber of durable materials, fromwood to
preciousmetas. Thedesignsof today’surnsare becomingincreasingly diverseand
therearealot of different formsto choosefrom.

Although cremationiscurrently permitted by the Church, it doesnot fully enjoy the samevaueasburid of the
body. The Church strongly prefersand urgesthat the body of the deceased be present for thefuneral rites,
sincethe presence of the human body better expressesthe va ueswhich the Church affirmsin thefunerd rites.
Therefore, itisrecommended that cremation take placefollowing thefunerd liturgy. We recommend that you
check with the funeral home about the option of renting acasket aso. Thishelpsto keep the overall cost
down, asyou do not have the expense of purchasing the entire, new casket itself—simply useit for ashort
period of time.

Sometimeshowever, the Church understandsthat it isnot feasiblefor the body to be present for the Funeral
Mass. When such extraordinary circumstances makethe cremation of the body the only feasible choice, the
Church il providesfunerd liturgica celebrations(including the Vigil for the Deceased; Funerd Liturgy insde
or outside the Mass; and the Rite of Committal). Note, the cremated remains of the body should then be
reverently buried or entombed inacemetery or columbarium, Rite of Committal iscelebrated at the cemetery
or columbarium, assoon aspossible, following the Funerd Liturgy and/or cremation.

Theremainsof cremated bodies should betreated with the same respect given to the corporeal remainsof the
human body. Thisincludesthemanner inwhichthey arecarried, the careand attention to gppropriate placement
and transportation, and their final resting lace.

Asprevioudy discussed above, the cremated remains of abody should be entombed in acemetery, mausoleum
or columbarium. The practices of scattering cremated remains on the sea, fromtheair, or ontheground or
keeping cremated remainsin the home of areative or friend of the deceased are not reverent disposition that
the Churchrequires.

WHAT ARE EULOGIES?

Theterm*eulogy’ comesfrom the Greek language, meaning literally ‘wordsof praise’ . Eulogiesare perhaps
themaost common form of memorial. They areauniqueform of public speaking, asthe personwho deliversa
eulogy isusually not accustomed to public speaking before an audience—particularly not whenthey arein
mourning. When delivering aeulogy one must remember to show respect for the deceased and be mindful of
thefedingsof thoseintheaudience. All of theseguidelinescan generaly makewriting aeulogy oneof themost
difficult aspectsof funeral arrangement planning, but onethat can be genuinely very beneficial inthe person



and/or family’sgrieving process. Writing the eulogy down also hel psthe person(s) to put things
inalogical order and allowssomeoneelseto deliver theeulogy, if you areunableto at thelast
moment.

ARETHERE BENEFITSTO PRE-PLANNINGA FUNERAL ?

Pre-planning one’'sown funeral takesagreat deal of the pressure off the surviving family and
friends. Funerd pre-planning (also known aspersond funerd planning) isawiseandincreasingly
popular practicethat’sbecoming increasingly accepted and appreciated inthe U.S. Peopleare
sometimes hesitant to pre-plan afuneral becausethey think they arenot going to dieanytime
soon or they may not liketheideaof thinking about their own death and funeral. Theremay even
be somesuperdtition that planning one’ sown funeral will somehow bring about their hasty deeth.
Thisisuntrue. Over time, many people move beyond their initial resistanceto theideaand
actually find funeral planning to beafreeing experience.

By pre-planning, you are ableto make surethingsaredonein theway youwould likethemand
you will know that you arerdieving your loved ones of somevery burdensomefuture respon-
shilities. You canbeginthefunera planning processlong beforeyou areeven closeto death or
serioudyill. If youareill or inthe processof dying, funera planning can beaproactiveway of
dedingwiththeinevitable. If you pre-planyour funeral, you actualy help your family to avoid
some of thenormal stressand chaos associated with death and funerals. Additionaly, in many
cases, by pre-planning funeral arrangements, you lock inand pay funeral costsat that pointin
timeand avoid future cost increasefinflation in theyears ahead.

ISALASTWILL & TESTAMENT REALLY THAT IMPORTANT?

Funeral planning and estate planning are closely related in two respects. One, you can add
funera plansinto your estate planning or will, andtwo, likefunera planning, estate planning can
makeyour funeral much easier for your loved ones, sincethey won't haveto fear or endurethe
legal hasdesof probate or estate court proceedings.

Therearemany advantagesto havingawill and planning themanagement of your estate, particularly
for anyonewith assetsor children and/or aspouse. Thetimeof one’'sdeath will most likely be
stressful and chaotic for thesurvivingloved ones. Estate planning alowsyoutoremoveat least
someof theburden and stress. Many peoplefee they do not need awill, perhaps assuming that
their assetsareso littlethey don’t require an estate plan. However, thefluctuating real estate
vauesand stock markets (to name afew examples), makethispositionill advised; regardless of
thesizeof theestate.

Another popular misconception isthat the State of Colorado or County of El Paso will sort out
assets, sothere’'sno need to doit yourself. Whilethereisan existing legal processfor settling
one's probate/estate without awill, thereis no guarantee that the state or county will sort out
your assetsfairly, if youdon't providewritten directionintheformof awill. Morelikely thannat,



chances are thingswould not come out asyou would haveintended. \We recommend that you
contact aprofessional to help you decidewhat isbest for your personal circumstance.

WHAT ISAMEMORIAL?

Theprocessof planning afuneral inevitably involvesthe choice of apermanent memoria. The
funeral itself isanimportant event that will hel p the bereaved deal withthelossof aloved one; but
the creation of amemorial - which can bedonein anumber of different ways- offersaspaceto
commemoratethe deceased, and givesloved onesaplaceto visit asthey work through their grief.

When someone hasdied, wewant to memorializethem appropriately and reverently. Thesdection
of amemoria may have been previoudly dictated by the deceased or it may beleft uptoloved
ones. For thosewho pre-plan afuneral, thereisan opportunity to chooseamemorial that best
suitstheway they want to beremembered. Regardlessof who choosesthememorid, itisgeneraly
anincredibly personal tribute.

Memoriasaremost often smply gravestonesor tombstones. Gravestonesare put inthe cemetery
and mark the placewherethe deceased isburied or interred. They may also beput at amausoleum.
Sincethey’ remeant to remain outsi de, tombstones need to be made of durablemateria - generaly
they aremadefrom granite. A tombstonealowsthe bereaved avisiblereminder of the deceased,
which can be shaped or engraved to beamore personal tribute. Consult variousfuneral homesto
determinethemyriad of optionsavailabletoyou.

ARE THERE SAFETY CONCERNS TO BE AWARE OF AFTER DEATHS?

Regrettably, often times the deceased person’s home may betargeted by criminalsduring the
wakeand funeral, because they suspect that no onewill bein the homeduring thesetimes. We
recommend that you ask atrusted friend or neighbor to watch the homewhileyou participatein
thefunerd liturgies.

|S THERE A NORM REGARDING THE CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES

Generally speaking, the possession and/or consumption of alcoholic beverages(e.g., beer, hard
liquor, etc) during funeral-related liturgies (e.g., the Vigil; the Funeral; etc) isprohibited. The
consumption of acoholic beverages and snackswould be better discussed or explored during
private after-liturgy get-togethersof theimmediatefamily and friends. Ultimately, the sacredness
and reverence of theliturgies and respect of the deceased person are not conducive with the
general consumption of acoholic beverages.



IS THERE SUCH A THING AS VIGIL AND FUNERAL
ETIQUETTE?

Thebest guidesto proper funeral etiquette are discretion and reverencefor the deceased and
their surviving family. A few suggested principlesof courtesy and etiquetteto follow are:

1

WHY SHOULD | GO? If for somereason you are unableto attend the Vigil and/or
Funeral, itisacommon gesturefor closefriends of the bereaving family tovisit the
family’s hometo offer sympathy and assistance - thisis sometimesreferredto asa
condolencevist. With thebereaving family having to ensurethat al thearrangementsare
looked after, a close friend(s) may become very helpful with food preparation and
childcare. Thevisit cantake placeany timewithinthefirst few weeksof death and may
befollowed with oneor moreadditiona visits, depending on the circumstancesand your
relationshipwiththefamily. Note, thismay vary from family-to-family so pleaserespect
thefamily’ swishesinthisregard.

WHAT SHOULD | SAY? Inaddition to expressing sympathy (e.g.,“... I’'msorry to
hear that ...”; “... I'm sorry to hear of s death, isthere anything | can do for

you’ ..., etc) itisappropriate, if desired, torelay tofamily membersyour fond memories
of the deceased. 1n some cases, family members may simply want you to be agood
listener to their expressionsof grief or their own memories of the deceased. In most
circumstances, it isnot appropriate to inquire asto the person’s cause of death.
THEYDON'T KNOWME. WHY SHOULD | COME? If you attend aviewing or
wake, you should approach thefamily and expressyour sympathy. Aswiththecondolence
vigt, itisappropriateto relay your memoriesof thedeceased. If youwereonly acquainted
with the deceased (and not thefamily) you should introduce yourself and explain how
you cameto know the deceased.

Your presenceat thevistation demonstratesthat athough someonehasdied, friendstill
remain. Your presenceisan eloquent statement that you care. Vigitation providesatime
and placefor friendsto offer their expression of sorrow and sympathy, rather than
awkwardly approaching the subject at the office, supermarket or socia activities. The
obituary/death noticewill designatethehoursof visitation when thefamily will be present
andwill aso designatethetimeswhen special services, such aslodge servicesor prayer
servicesmay beheld. Personsmay call a thefuneral homeat any timeduring suggested
hours of the day or evening to pay respects, even though the family is not present.
Friends and relatives are requested to sign the register book. A person’sfull name
should belisted e.g. “Mrs. John Do€”. If the personisabusinessassociate, itisproper
tolist their affiliation, asthefamily may not befamiliar with their relationship to the
deceased.

HOW LONG SHOULD | PAY MY RESPECT TO THE DECEASED? It is
customary to show your respects by viewing the deceased if thebody is present and the
casket isopen. Thelength of timethat you useto view the deceased’sbody isamatter
of personal choice. A few moments of reverent prayer before the body would be
appropriate, while only a few seconds, could reflect a sense of being rushed or
uncomfortablewith the situation. You may wishto say asilent prayer for, or meditate
about, thedeceased at thistime. 1n some cases, thefamily may escort youto the casket.



10.

11.

12.

HOWLONG SHOULD | STAY? Thelength of your visit a the viewing or wakeisa
matter of your persond discretion. Generdly, afew momentsconversing withtheimmediate
family; viewing and praying before the deceased; and conversing with other family or
friends present isstrongly advisable.

DO | HAVE TO WEAR BLACK? As with other aspects of modern day society,
funeral dresscodeshaverelaxed somewhat. Black dressisno longer required. Instead
subdued or darker hues should be sel ected—the more conservative the better. After the
funerd, thefamily often receivesinvited vistorsto the parish’ smeeting areaor their home
for pleasant conversation and refreshments.

WHERE SHOULD | SEND FLOWERS? You can send flowersto thefuneral home
prior tothefunerd or tothefamily resdenceat any time. If indoubt, floristsknow what is
appropriateto send for afuneral setting.

CAN | MAKEAGIFTIN LIEU OF SENDING FLOWERS? Giftsin memory of
the deceased are often made, particularly when the family hasrequested giftsin lieu of
flowers. Thefamily isnotified of thegiftsby personal notefrom thedonor or throughthe
doneg, if thedoneeisacharity or other organization. Inthelatter case, thedonor provides
thefamily’snameand addressto the charity at thetimethegiftismade.

SHOULD | SEND OR GIVE THE FAMILY A CARD? Evenif you don't make a
gift, anote or card to the deceased’ sfamily expressing your sympathy, condolences, and
thoughts of the deceased isawel come gesture, especidly if youweren't ableto attend the
funera. Sendingacard of sympathy, evenif you areonly an acquaintance, isappropriate.
It means so much to thefamily membersto know they arein your thoughtsand prayers.
The card should bein good taste and in keeping with your relationship to thefamily of the
deceased.

ARE MASS CARDS APPROPRIATE FOR VIGILS OR FUNERALS? Mass
cards can be sent either by Catholic or non-Catholicfriends. Theoffering of prayersisa
va ued expression of sympathy to afamily within the Catholicfaith. A cardindicatingthat
aMassfor the deceased has been arranged may be obtained from any Catholic parish.
TheMassoffering card or envelopeisgiventothefamily asanindication of understanding,
faith, and compassion. Make surethat your name and addressislegibleand that you list
your postal code. Thiswill makeit easier for thefamily to acknowledgeyour gift.
COULD | JUST SEND THE FAMILY A PERSONAL NOTE INSTEAD? A
persona note of sympathy isvery meaningful. Expressyourself openly and sincerely. An
expression such as“I’m sorry tolearn of your personal loss” will bewelcomed by the
family and can be kept with other messages.

SHOULD | BE AGOOD LISTENER? Speaking to afamily member givesyou an
opportunity to offer your sympathy, servicesand makethem fed and know that you genuindy
care. If they wishtodiscusstheir recent loss, don’t hesitateto talk to the person about the
deceased. Beagood listener.

13. WHY SHOULD | CONTACT THE FAMILY AFTER THE FUNERAL? When the

funerd serviceisover, thesurvivorsoftenfed very doneindedingwithther fedingsand
tryingto get back toa“normal” lifeafter thelossof their loved one. 1tisimportant that they
know you arestill there. Keepintouch.



14.

HOW APPROPRIATE IS IT TO DISCUSS THE DEATH WITH THE
FAMILY? Regarding grief recovery, it ishealthy to recognize death and discussit
redigticaly withfriendsand reaives. When aperson dies, thereisgrief that needsto be
shared. Expressionsof sympathy and the offering of yourself to help othersfollowing
thefunerd arewelcomed. Itisimportant that weshare our grief with oneanother. Your
local funeral director and Catholic parishescan help family and friendslocate available
resourcesand grief recovery programsin your area.



Glossary of Termsfor Funeral Planning

Wordsyou' || want to know:

Beneficiary
Any recipient of the proceedsof awill or insurance policy.
Bequest
Any gift of property madeinawill.
Bereaved
Theimmediatefamily of the deceased.
Burial Permit
Required by some statesfor human remainsto beburied or cremated. Generally
acquired by themortuary or crematory asapart of the contracted funeral
arrangemen.
Casket
A casket isany container designed for holding humanremains. 1t may be made of
wood, metal or fiberglass.
Catafalque
Thestand onwhichthe casket restswhilein state and during thefunera service.
Cemetery
Groundfor burial, inwhichfinal aspectsof thefuneral ceremony areoften held.
Cortege
Thefuneral procession.
Columbarium
Structure or building designed for the housing of urnsof cremated remains, in niches.
Cremation
A regulated process using intense heat in achamber to burn human remains. It
typically takes2to 4 hours.
Crematory
A building with afurnacefor the purpose of cremating humanremains.
Crypt
Technically, any chamber that holdsacasket and human remains. Morespecificaly,
it referstoanindividua chamber inamausoleum.
Death Certificate
A legd document, signed by acoroner or other medica health professional certifying
thedeath of anindividua. Thedeath certificateisused for many legal processes
pertai ning to death, from arrangement for interment to the settlement of estate assets.
Embalming
Emba ming isthe procedure using chemicals, such asformaldehyde, to temporarily
preserve humanremains.
Eulogy
A eulogy isaform of public speaking at funeralsused to honor and praisethe
deceased.
Funeral Director
The professional who preparesthebody for burial, supervisesburia and other
services, and maintainsafuneral homefor these purposes. Alsoreferredtoasa
mortician or undertaker.



Funeral Service
Ceremony, religiousor secular, inwhich the bereaved say goodbyeto thedeceasedin
variousways, beforetheremainsare permanently interred.
Funeral Spray
A large bouquet (25 or more) of cut flowers sent to the residence or thefuneral home
asatributeto the deceased.
Grave Liner
A box or receptacle made of concrete or other durable material intowhichthecasketis
placed to prevent the ground from collapsing.
I nternment
Theact of burying adead body inagrave.
I nurnment
Placing cremation ashesinanurn.
Living Will
A legd document that detailsthewishesof anindividua concerning hisor her medical
care, especially with respect to life-sustaining technol ogy and resuscitation.
Mausoleum
A structure or building, often on cemetery grounds, that holds casketsand remains.
Mortuary (alsoreferredto asaFuneral Homeor Funeral Parlor)
Any licensed, regul ated businessthat providesfor the care, planning and preparation of
human remainsfor their fina resting place. A mortuary usudly arrangesand conducts
funeral and memoria services, emba ming and other servicessuch asthe sale of
caskets. Also caled afuneral homeor funera serviceprovider.
Niche
Inacolumbarium, anindividua chamber whereinanurnisplaced.
Opening and Closing Fees
Cemetery feesfor thedigging and refilling of agrave.
Pallbearers
Individuals(closefamily members, friends, etc.) who areasked to carry the casket.
Pre-need or Pre-planning
Pre-planningisarranging al aspectsof your funera (especialy financing) inadvance.
urn
Any contai ner madefor holding cremated human remains.
Vigil
Inthe Roman Catholic Church, aserviceheld ontheeve of thefunera service.
Visitation
Normally held at thefuneral home, thisisascheduled and announced timewhenthe
body isondisplay (if appropriate) and friendsand family pay respectsto the dead and
visit with each other.

A wakeisatraditiona watch over the deceased usually conducted by family members
and closefriends. “Wake’ and “watch” areetymologically related.

Will
A will isalega document stating theintentions of the deceased concerning the dispersal
of their belongings, thecareof their remainsand other relevant matters.



